
 
Contents

 
Introduction� 9

 
Chronological Table� 13

Chapter 1 
The Geographical Situation� 15

The Historical Context� 15
Wave of Emigration and Immigration� 17

Chapter 2 
The Diversity and Division of the Eastern and Oriental Churches� 21

The Assyrian Church of the East� 22
The Oriental Orthodox Churches� 23

The Coptic Orthodox Church� 24
The Ethiopian-Orthodox Tewahedo Church� 27
The Eritrean Orthodox Church� 28
The Armenian Apostolic Church � 28

The Catholicosate of Holy Etchmiadzin� 29
The Catholicosate of the Great House of Cilicia� 29
The Patriarchate of Jerusalem� 29
The Patriarchate of Constantinople � 30

The Syrian Orthodox Church� 30
The Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church� 31

The Byzantine Orthodox (‘Eastern Orthodox’)� 32
The Eastern/Oriental Catholic Churches� 32

The Maronite Church � 34
The Chaldean Catholic Church� 34

A Spiritual Discovery of the Christians - DRUK.indd   5A Spiritual Discovery of the Christians - DRUK.indd   5 15-Jun-20   2:35:31 PM15-Jun-20   2:35:31 PM



6� Contents

The Armenian Catholic Church� 35
The Coptic Catholic Church� 36
The Syrian Catholic Church� 36
The Ethiopian Catholic Church� 37
The Syro-Malabar Catholic Church� 37
The Syro-Malankara Catholic Church� 38

The Eastern Catholic Churches � 39
The Melkite Catholic Church� 39
Other Eastern Catholic Churches� 40

Chapter 3 
Spiritual Tradition� 41

‘Orientale Lumen’� 42
The Spiritual Heritage of the Oriental Tradition� 44

The Role of the Holy Spirit� 44
The Holy Spirit as ‘Soul of the Church’� 44
The Holy Spirit as Communion-Bringer� 46
The Holy Spirit as the Life-Giver (‘zoopoion’)� 46
The Holy Spirit renews creation� 47

Monasticism� 49
The Theological Traditions� 53

The Coptic Tradition� 53
The Syriac Tradition� 54
The Armenian Tradition� 57

Chapter 4 
Church of Martyrs� 59

Witnesses of Faith in the First Centuries � 59
Ignatius of Antioch: ‘I am the grain that will be ground’� 60
Tertullian: ‘The blood of Christians is seed’� 62

The Genocides in the Early Twentieth Century� 62
The Armenian Genocide� 62
The Syrian Genocide: ‘Sayfo’� 66

Ecumenism of Blood� 67

A Spiritual Discovery of the Christians - DRUK.indd   6A Spiritual Discovery of the Christians - DRUK.indd   6 15-Jun-20   2:35:31 PM15-Jun-20   2:35:31 PM



Contents� 7

Chapter 5 
The Role of Christians in the Middle East� 73

Ecumenical Dialogue: Building Bridges among Christians� 73
The Special Synod for the Middle East� 74
The Role of Pope Francis in Ecumenism� 74

‘Walking Together’� 76
‘Praying Together’� 80
‘Working Together’� 82

Interreligious Dialogue: Building Bridges with Muslim Believers� 84
The Importance of a Historical Perspective� 85
The First Abbasid Century (750-850)� 87
In Search of Underlying Causes� 88
A Spirituality of Encounter� 90

The ‘Arab Renaissance’� 96

Chapter 6 
The Responsibility of the West� 99

Hospitality� 100
The Richness of the Eastern/Oriental Liturgy� 101
Forms of Solidarity� 102

‘Caritas International’� 104
Caritas Iraq� 104
Caritas Syria� 104

‘Church in Need’� 104
‘Work of the East’� 105
‘L’Oeuvre d’Orient’� 106
‘The Knights of Columbus’� 106

 
Epilogue� 109

Hope for a New Future? � 109
Egypt � 110
Iraq� 111
Syria � 112
Lebanon� 113

A New Dawn� 114

A Spiritual Discovery of the Christians - DRUK.indd   7A Spiritual Discovery of the Christians - DRUK.indd   7 15-Jun-20   2:35:31 PM15-Jun-20   2:35:31 PM



8� Contents

�Classification of the Churches According to Doctrine� 117

�Classification of the Churches According to Rite� 119

 
Bibliography� 121

�Curriculum Vitae  Monsignor Gabriel Quicke� 125

A Spiritual Discovery of the Christians - DRUK.indd   8A Spiritual Discovery of the Christians - DRUK.indd   8 15-Jun-20   2:35:31 PM15-Jun-20   2:35:31 PM


